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STUDY QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES

1.	 What might some of the theorists I’ve highlighted in Chapters 1 and 2 think about 
our story of Bob, the caveman? Which of the theorists would agree that govern-
ment might have begun as described in the story? Which would likely disagree? 
Why?

2.	 The news is consistently filled with stories involving conflict among groups. What 
current examples can you find in the news? How do your examples fit with this 
chapter’s discussion of group identification, the other, and threats to the group?

3.	 What are the four securities that are critical to understanding the political dynamics 
of developing nations? Why don’t they have normal names?

4.	 Why is collective action the essence of government?

5.	 What is power, and what are the various forms that it can take? What fictional 
examples can you think of that demonstrate the different forms of power? What are 
some real-world examples?

6.	 How do hierarchy and context come together to shape human interaction?

www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv. The National Security Archive at George 
Washington University is filled with articles and documents that demonstrate 
the U.S. concern for security.

www.anarchism.net. This site defines and discusses the many forms of anar-
chism.

www.cato.org. The Cato Institute is an organization concerned with limited 
government, individual liberty, free markets, and national security.

www.archaeological.org. Archaeology, a publication of the Archaeological 
Institute of America, explores all aspects of human origins, including the ori-
gins of government.

www.dailyshow.com. The Daily Show with Jon Stewart maintains a site that 
accompanies the television show’s satirical look at the news.

www.lneilsmith.org. This is L. Neil Smith’s blog page, where he rants about 
guns and advocates universal machine-gun ownership.
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